
Minidoka Soil and Water Conservation District 

Board Meeting Thursday January 9th 2020 Rupert Field Office 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Brian Kossman at 1:04 p.m. those in attendance were: Chairman Brian Kossman, 

Vice Chairman Dusty Wilkins, Sec Treasurer LaNae Nalder, Supervisor Aaron Firth, NRCS David Mabey, Minidoka Ext. 

Educator Jason Thomas, SWCC Carolyn Firth, District Admin Sharon Wilmot 

Minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed with a motion to approve by Dusty, second by LaNae motion carried. 

Bills, budgets were presented with a motion to approve by LaNae and a second by Dusty motion carried. 

Urban Water Quality Project the High School students are working on the final editing, Jason said he would assist where 

needed with the editing. The information for the grant application for NACD was presented and reviewed, with approval 

to go ahead and submit for the grant. The plan is to air the advertisements in March and April when it is anticipated a 

large viewership due to the Collegiate basketball tournaments. Grant submission date is 10 January 2020. Motion to 

proceed with this grant by Dusty second by LaNae all approved. 

Anti-Virus update, discussion was held and the decision to use Microsoft defense as it is a good product and free. 

Workshop assignments for Feb 6th  will be forth coming from Doreen McMurray by the end of this month. 

Employee review will be by Brian and Dusty on January 15th at 9:00a.m. 

Scholarship Ap information,  after review of the previous applications it was decided to add a minimum GPA of 2.0 as 

there are some programs that will match scholarships if there is a GPA requirement. Sharon will make this change and 

get the applications to the two high schools before the end of January. Motion to make this addition to the scholarship 

requirements was made by LaNae, second by Dusty all approved. 

Admin report: Sharon is requesting some time off in March due to planned hip surgery. The admins from Division IV met 

January 8th to plan and prepare for the Divisions responsibility of hosting the State Conference in November. We have 

tentatively set the date for the 3rd week in November in Burley. 

Supervisor report: Brian reported attending the workshop Putting Numbers to Soil Health. This is the first year of the 

Division wide 5-year program of testing now they have established a baseline for the areas 3 from each district in the 

Division. It will be interesting to see if there is degradation or improvement through farming practices. Also, Ag in the 

Classroom is letting it be known that they are changing their structure from an LLC to a 501c3 organization so that they 

can better receive donations and attain grants. 

Aaron led a discussion in concerns for education of not just the Urban but the rural landowners  high nitrates that we 

are experiencing in the county. He feels that the District needs to look for more ways to involve more people in the 

concern for water quality. 

NRCS: David reported that Vishal Seth the new tri-district employee will start the 20th of January. And made some 

suggestions for additional information for the grant to NACD. 

SWCC: Carolyn reported that the nitrate concerns for Minidoka County is going up, and felt that the advertisements to 

Urban growers was a positive step albeit a baby step in addressing the concerns.  She reported that the Governor has 

agreed with the Commissions budget and now that is to JFAC to see about final approval. Also, that FSA is taking more 

CRP applications. 

FSA: no report 

Brian stated that February supervisors meeting will be right after the workshop on Feb 6th at the Burley Inn. 

Meeting adjourned by Chairman Brian at 3:32 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Sharon Wilmot Admin Assistant 


